
 

 

 
We are seeking your pledge for the next term of the 20th 
Legislative Assembly for the Northwest Territories. This pledge 
is for all candidates, both those requiring an election in their 
riding and those acclaimed, to sign.  

Members of the Legislative Assembly Pledge 2023:  
I pledge that, as a Member of the 20th Legislative Assembly, I will take 
these 10 practical action steps towards making my territory 
accessible, inclusive, fairer, and more equitable for ALL. 

1. Ensure that all future housing and public building development incorporates 
universal design and is affordable. That all housing projects have a minimum 
standard of 20% accessible living units and that all common areas are 
accessible.  

2. Advocate for increased program resources and funding for people with 
disabilities to make required renovations to accommodate their accessibility 
needs and remain in their home.   

3. Ensure that public housing maintains properties to ensure safe habitability for 
people with disabilities and to engage in renovations to make a minimum 20% of 
their housing units, in each community, accessible for living.  

4. To commit to repatriating people with disabilities, who are from the Northwest 
Territories, back to the territory and whenever possible their home 
communities/regions, who have been sent out of territory for care. To commit to 
working to increase the services and support available to people with disabilities 
in the NWT to ensure that all residents are able to live with their own families and 
within their own communities.  

5. To withdraw the current Policy 49.07 and further engage disability organizations, 
specifically the NWT Disabilities Council, to review the policy and impacts with 
quantitative data associated with cost savings, cost of implementation and 
numbers of people impacted. Then to present a new draft for informed public 
consultation.  
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6. To ensure that the 20th Legislative Assembly works with Municipalities, 
Communities, Indigenous governments, and Disability NGOs to help build 
accessible transportation networks and infrastructure in regional centers and 
communities.  

7. To ensure current levels of educational assistance for learning supports, for 
students with disabilities across the lifespan, are not reduced and consultation 
occur to required increases to ensure inclusive and accessible education across 
the territory.   

8. To have government department representatives work with the NWT Disabilities 
Council, Disability NGOs, and Indigenous groups to review the Final Report for 
the 2018 Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities and to develop an action plan 
with a concrete evaluation plan so that moving forward the Action Plan reflects 
and addresses the needs of people with disabilities.  

9. To recognize that Disability is its own distinct, marginalized minority and not a 
sub-category of other groups and must be considered and consulted as such. 
This will be done with on-going scheduled consultation between the Minister 
Responsible for Persons with Disabilities and the NWT Disabilities Council. In 
addition, the Standing Committee on Social Development engages with the NWT 
Disabilities Council, which did not occur during the 19th Legislative Assembly 
even after many requests by the NWT Disabilities Council.  

10. That you will uphold The United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD), the international treaty that was adopted in 
2006 to help protect the rights of people with disabilities around the world. 
Canada and 183 other states parties have accepted the legal obligations 
contained in the CRPD, to which the Northwest Territories is committed.  

I pledge that if elected I will take these 10 steps to help ensure that all persons 
living with disabilities have equal citizenship in the Northwest Territories: 

Signature 

Name 

Riding  

Date 

Please provide your signed pledge, or reasoning for not signing, via email to the 
NWT Disabilities Council at ed@nwtdc.net by October 30, 2023, at noon. Non- 
responses will be reported as non-signatures without explanation.  

I will not be signing this pledge because,  

This information will be shared with constituents in all ridings.  
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*I do want to include a small caveat that I would want to investigate the implications of
withdrawal of Policy 49.07 more before committing to withdraw it, but am committed to 
further engagement with the Disabilities Council and learning more about the impacts of 
this policy and how the Council would prefer the GNWT move forward.  I don’t feel this caveat 
necessitates me not signing this pledge however, as I am committed to its intent, and furthering
the interests of persons with disabilities if I am elected. 


